Ted the pet is
on his head.



Do you
make youy
bed?

Ted the pet can
make his bed.
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Let’s Get Ready to Read!
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Dear Parents and Educators,

Building a strong foundation in short-vowel sounds
is a critical step in learning how to read. This guide
will help you fully utilize the engaging and comical
pook The Best Pets by Sandy Baker. It will provide
you with instructional suggestions, fun activities,
and multiple ways to assess learning.

The book The Best Pets is designed to appeal to
the nonreader and beginning reader alike. The
colorful and lively illustrations will engage readers
and spark lively discussions
itself is simple, repetitive, an
further heighten readability.

d often predictable to

The included activities in this guide will provide
nonreaders and beginning readers with opportunities
to practice and strengthen their phonics and
word-recognition skills as well as their reading-
comprehension skills. As they read through the
book and work through the activity sheets, they will
begin to build a stable foundation on which to begin
their journeys toward reading fluently.
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Materials Needed | - T

* The Best Pets book

* brown paper lunch bag
* hole puncher
* index cards

" Pretzel sticks (optionai) recognize that three

* Scissors
* Scratch paper

* string or yarn accur most frequently

about the text. The text |
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Consonant. vowel, consonant (or C\VC) words help children

distinct sounds or letters can blend
together to form o wo

cecognized on sight) and high-frequency words (words that
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otlog NG by reading the book

& . SPomt to each word as you say jt
OF top often to talk about the book.

* Askan
oot d answer questions aboyt the book
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.. * If the child becomes bore

at any point, take 4 breg dor frustrated
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cd. Learning new sight words (words

in print) help children improve fluency.

W

ords that are a little more

Challenge words are vocabulary
chollenging to read for beginning readers. Al three sets of
tnese words should be ceviewed prior to reading the book.
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Directions: Ted wants to get to his nice, warm bed in his doghouse. Help
him get there by coloring the stepping-stones that have words with the

short e sound.
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