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— Amazing, real-life photography to engage readers

— Exciting, relevant content written at appropriate grade levels
— Special text features that support and enrich content

— Vocabulary practice to strengthen reading comprehension
— Discussion questions to summarize the reading content

— Fun activities to extend students’ reading experience
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&= Teacher Resource

The lessons and activities in the 10-unit Teacher Resource are designed to inspire curiosity of the natural world. Each

unit features step-by-step reading, writing, and science lessons as well as engaging student activities that will foster their

understanding of Earth’s diverse wildlife while encouraging them to unplug from screens and venture outdoors. This

program will motivate students to embrace the wonders of nature and gain a lifelong appreciation for the environment.

Content goals
inform teachers
about the subject |
matter and the

learning objectives
covered in the unit.

Summaries show
and explain the

included in each of
the three sections
(reading, writing,
and science) of
the unit.

The materials list
informs teachers
of the student
pages needed to
complete the unit.

—_—

Reminders from _—
Reggie Otter
help teachers get
the most out of
every lesson.

Unit 5: Treetop Duckies

Unit Overview

— sy T

Reading Summary

. L Students will participate in vocabulary and pre-reading activities. They will perform a close reading |
various activities —_— of the text, ask and answer questions, and place key details from the text in sequential order.

Writing Summary

Students will work together as a class to write an acrostic poem about ducklings. Then, they
will practice using frequently occurring prepositions. Students will demonstrate understanding
by picking the correct preposition that completes a sentence. They will complete this section by

writing a journal entry.

Science Summary

Students will participate in a science activity in which they learn how ducks stay dry when they
swim in water. Students will record their observations and answer questions about their findings.

e Materials

¥’ Treetop Duckies readers

Content Goals

In this unit, students will read about wood ducklings. They will learn many different
fun facts about these baby ducks. They will discover how the little ducklings leave
their nest in a dramatic fashion and what happens after. Through various activities
and assessments, students will gain an in-depth understanding and appreciation

of these daring ducklings.

¥’ copies of Boomer Badger’s Word App (page 109)

¥’ copies of activity sheets (pages 53-56)

¥’ copies of assessments (pages 57-58)
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You"Otter" Remember ...

¥ To help improve students’ speaking, listening, and social-emotional learning skills,
have students complete some of the activities in pairs or small groups.

49

# blue food coloring
# bowls

#’ crayons

# paper towels
# spray bottles
¥’ vegetable oil

#° paintbrushes ¥ water

# When teaching these lessons, take time to encourage respect for the outdoors and
build students’ interest in protecting the environment.

¥ And don't forget, there is more fun to be had in the Extension Activities section
starting on page 113.
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Unit 5; Treetop Duckies

Key VOcabulary
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what ut loud. H.
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Vocabulary words and various vocabulary
activities increase depth and understanding
of the content vocabulary for each unit.
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Each reading lesson includes
clear and concise steps to guide
the teacher seamlessly through
the pre-reading, during-reading,
and post-reading activities.
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hic organizer (P45 )
the Duckling Flow Cbaf;f;agﬂ; Dﬂglt.’”activify sheet (page
e

sessment.
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Record assessment (page 58) c . -
[ Discussion Questions

Guided

— g The before, during, and after reading
discussion questions scaffold students’

Pre-Reading a What happens after
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mma teach her ducklings?
two months old?

Wrap-Up activities include engaging
and fun sheets students can complete
independently, in pairs, or in small groups.
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s
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g/ = Teacher Resource

Lesson Plan

Unit 5. Treetop Duckies

iti is designed to improve
- writing lesson is .
Eti(c:jr(]ants’ writing skills and knowledge of th
English language.

te the foHowing

question on the board: 1, Words best deseripe du[é/ing.r?
ink about this question. Haye students do 3 fiye
to answer the question. Haye

student volunteers share their respo,
them on the board,
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Unbe}ievab}y brave
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vertically down the board. Work together as a clags 1o Write an acrostic poem, Little
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frequently oceurring prepositio,
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the sheet, 80 over the answers a5 a class,

Step 5: Finally, distribyge copies of the Ranger Rich Journal sheet (page 115) ¢ students. Have thep, choose
from one of the fo].lowing: write an entry discussing Your opinion of the book, write an informative entry telling
about what you learned, or write a ficti Tom the point of yieyy, ofa duckling aboy ¢ Jump from g tree.
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over the steps carefully with the cla
Note: To
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bottle (e.g.
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ies
Unit 5: Treetop Duckie:

Name: .
Title: _Ireeto Duckies
tle:

L g/Structurer T
Errors \ Meaning/St

ups. Distribyte copies of the Slﬂ_ying Dry sheet (page 56) to students. Go

ss. When the eXperiment js finished, discuss the results and findings a5 , class.
his activity, give each BTOUD a spray bottle ¢, share. In the Spray bottle,
blue with food coloring. Be syre ¢ have paper towels handy, and 80 over the ryles
>only spray the duck, not one anothe

r!).

Pprepare for ¢

have water thye has
of using the spray
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Directions: Boomer Badge( is R
loves high-tech gadgets He is worl

Graphic Organizer

Reading Activity Sheet

Vocabulary Sheet

Boomer Badger's Word App

anger Rick's friend. Boomer
king on a word app for Ranger 4

p? Use one glossary N

Rick. Can you help Boomer with his ap|
word from the book to fill in the tablet.

Sentence

Picture

#53254G Ranger R
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Activity Sheets A Unit,
) Name:
Assessment e gl —
Name: Duckling Flow Chart

Directions: Cut out the events on the right side of the page. Use th
you paste them in the correct order on the left side of the page.

(1]
(2]
(3]
(]
out pop:
(5]
O
Let
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Science Activity Sheet

e~

Unit 5: Treetop Duckies

Activity Sheets

Name:

"You Can Dé It

Directions: The duckling i

: INg is nervous al j i
are Momma Wood Duck. Wi i
tree? Write your encouragin

g from the tree, Pretend you
hat woul_d you tell your baby to help it jump frori the
g words in the speech bubbles below.

Directions: Write about a time YOu were nervous

#33254G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures 54
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Assessment

Writing Activity Sheet

Unit 5: T
Activity Sheets

Name:

Pick a Preposition

preposition from th|

i t
sentence. Pick the correc
on on the line to complete the sentence.

Directions: Read eaclj S
eggs. Write the prepositi

atree.

1. The nestis

the eggs.
2. Mommasits _——————— 99

. from the tree.
3. The ducklings jump ———————

4. Momma leads the ducklings alal
M

- ucks Tly e sk
5. The ducks fly th y.

sentence about a duckling using at least one

Directions: Write &
from the nest.
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Unit 5: Treetop Duckies .

Name:

Staying Dry

Are ducks soaking wet when they get out of the water? Nope! Wh
Ducks have special oils in their bodies. They use their beaks to sp|
oil on their feathers. This is called preening. The oil keeps the wate
feathers. Do you want to see how this works? Follow the steps bel

Step 1: Use crayons to color the duck below. Color in the duck col

Step 2: Dip your paintbrush into the oil. Paint your duck with the oil

Step 3: Use the spray bottle to lightly spray your duck with water.
what happens to the water on your duck!

E

B

What did you learn by conducting this experiment? Write about;
sheet of paper.

#53254G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures 56
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Assessment i

Name: Unit 5: Treetop Duckies

-hShow Wh;rYou Kno
Wood DuckUsU! About ...

Directions: Choose the best answer for each question

1. How does a mother g
uck keep he
eggs warm? o

2. What do ducklings do when they
are two months old?

® They fly,
They hatch.
© They lose their feathers,
@ They build a nest.
3. What do ducklings have to do after they hatch out of their eggs?

-

4. D i ing i
raw a picture of g duckling in the box. Be as detailed as possible.

@ She puts a blanket on them.
She sits on them.

© She puts them in a hole.

(D She hides them in leaves.

©Blue Star Education
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Wrap-Up Activities

Appendix

Name:
Becky's Blog

Directions: Becky Hare is Ranger Rick's friend. She is friendly and full
Becky has a blog all about books. Help Becky with her blog by answ

questions below.

Title of Book

act you learned?

1. What was the most interesting f

e
]

2. What was your favorite part of the book? Why?

]
I

3. What was your favorite picture in the book? Why?

Iy
I

4. Would you want your friend to read this book? Why or ‘

why not?

T
Assessment A
Name: !
S Appendix
B . Name: b
Assessment

Reggie's Recap -

Directions: . .
h::cr:‘:;::;i.jegglehotter is Ranger Rick’s friend. He's a great swil
ming, he loves to read. Tell Reggi .
. ie ab
a summary about the book on the lines belc?vg ot e poc

Scarlett Fox's Fast Facts

Directions: S

: Scarlett Fox i

knows a lot X is Ranger Rick’s fri

ab. A icK's fri )

facts. Help Sca?':gt:”"q“fe' She is busy cre:;;d She s smart and

interesing fa with her database. Ljst g a database of
Cis you learned from the Eosk the top-three most

Tille of Book

1.

/

Directions: )
irections: Now, draw a picture for Reggie that will show him

is about.

Directions: Now, draw

Fox's database a picture showing one of the fact
y Cts you learned f
for Scarlett
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Extension Activities

Ihe following is alst of extension activitis that can be sed to deepen student understanding
T tto Farther explore the natural world around thern-

Question Everything!
Ask students to write down questions as
questions inspired by what they read. Use these questions to sp

topic of interest.

ey read the books. Challenge them tolist open-end
‘i discussions or to lead studery

Read and Understand
To build students’ comprehension s
Joud from one of the books
tners and say one
to move from recal
ion).

Jill, try the following exercises:

. stop frequently. At each pause, ask
hing about what they have heard:

# Asyou read al
11 restating a fact) to reflection

students to turn to par
Over time, encourage them
(expressing an opinion, posing 3 quest
# Have students wite down questions about the book as they read. Then, put yourself

i the hot seat as they quiz you with their questions.
m to cover some of the words

rips and use the
ntext clues to fillin the

# Cut sticky notes info narrow st
. Ask students to use cot

in a section of one of the books
missing words.
4 Photocopy a book and cut it apart by paragraphs. Then, ask students to put the pieces
lues to help them.

back into a logical order using context ¢

they learned fror

ConceptMap
ganize the information
de. Then,

Have students create concept maps to help them or
books Start with a bubble in the center of a sheet of paper and write the topic insi
Do bbles to the central one and il them with supportng details.

True or False?
Create a list of tru
loud. Have students hold v
false or mixed-up in some Way,

n in one of the books. Re:

e and false statements Pased on the informatio
‘make all the sta

1 1 finger for true and 2 for filse. Alternatively,

and then ask students to rewrite the statements t0 reflect t

CREATE SOME "\ ' Habitat Mural
SCENERY TO MAKE '\ A 5 group, create a mural about one of
YOUR MURAL INTO A | iy the books. Each student can draw of

TRUE HABITAT/ 2dd to the mural. Have them cut out th
\write some interesting facts abo
“nimals to the mural in such a way that
cach animal and read more about it.

ut them
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Extension Activities
I]
Name: I
i Date: Wood Duck Colo, ng Page Yy
Ranger Rick Journal \

((C
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