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Meet the Manipulatives
Getting Started

Play Time!
Tall TowerTall Tower
How many pattern blocks 
can you stack on top of each 
other before they fall?  Be 
sure you keep your hand 
steady and calm!

Trapezoid TossTrapezoid Toss
Place a paper plate on the floor.  Take 
five steps away from the plate.  Then 
toss some trapezoids and  
try to land them  
on the plate.

Quick Color SortQuick Color Sort
Grab some pattern blocks.  Ask a partner to 
count out how many seconds it takes you to 
sort them based on color.  Ready, set, go!

Pressing PatternsPressing Patterns
Roll out and flatten out a piece of modeling clay.  Then 
press various pattern blocks into the clay to make a 
playful pattern.

Triangle TrapTriangle Trap
Put your hands together to form a little bowl.  Have 
a partner place triangles in your hands.  Count the 
triangles as your partner places them.  How many 
triangles can  
you hold in  
your bowl?
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Learning Plane and Solid Shapes
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Learning Plane and Solid Shapes
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My Journal

Pretend you are working on a farm.  There is a box of seeds.  It is for 
the chickens.  It is has a label on it that says “chicken food.”  What 
shape is the box?  What shape is the label?  How do you know?

I know the names of shapes.

Some shapes are flat.

Some shapes are solid.

chicken
food




