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Meet the Manipulatives
Getting Started

Fun Time!
Tick Tock Coin ClockTick Tock Coin Clock
Use a paper plate and coins to make a coin clock.  Instead 
of writing the numbers 1–12 on the clock, make the numbers 
out of coins.  You can use 5 pennies or a nickel to make the 5.  
You can use 2 nickels or a dime to make the 10.  Make arms 
for your clock out of construction paper.  Draw a design on the 
paper plate to make your coin clock look cool!

Follow That Coin!Follow That Coin!
Play this fun game with a friend!  Place three cups upside 
down on a table.  Place a coin under one cup.  Make sure your 
partner sees which cup has the coin.  Then, while your partner 
is watching, slide the cups around on the table.  Now, where’s 
the coin?  Have your partner guess!

Psychic Psychic 
PowersPowers
Choose one of 
the coins.  Hold it 
behind your back.  
Have a friend 
guess which coin 
you are hiding.  
Then, have your 
friend hide a coin 
behind his or her 
back.  Who can 
guess correctly the 
greatest number 
of times?

Busy BankBusy Bank
Play “bank” with 
a friend.  One of 
you can be the 
banker.  The other 
person can be the 
customer.  The 
customer can put 
money in the bank 
or take money out 
of the bank.  The 
banker can also 
make change for 
the customer.

Tic-Tac-ToeTic-Tac-Toe
Challenge a friend to a game of tic‑tac-toe!  
Use two different kinds of coins as markers.

Heads Heads 
or Tails? or Tails? 
The side of a coin 
with the face on it 
is called “heads.”  
The other side is 
called “tails.”  Flip 
the coin in the air.  
Before it lands, 
shout out “heads” 
or “tails.”  How 
many times were 
you right?  Tally 
your score below.
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Subtracting with Like Coins (Under $1)
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Subtracting with Like Coins (Under $1)

Shark Shop
Directions:  How much money do you have?  How much will you have after buying an 
item at the Shark Shop?  Write a number sentence.  Then write the answer.

   ¢ –    ¢ = ¢

   ¢ –    ¢ = ¢

   ¢ –    ¢ = ¢

1

2

3

8¢

30¢

10¢

My Money

My Money

My Money
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My Journal

Pretend you are at the aquarium!  You want to buy a sea star puzzle.  
It costs 55¢.  You pay 60¢.  How much change will you get back?  How 
will you figure out the answer?

I know the value of coins.

I can subtract using coins.

I can add to check the answer.




