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Nonfiction Readers

Take a look inside the readers!

We grizzly bears are very smart.
e also have very good memories.

Fish is one of
my favorite
foods. The
other bears
and | eat as
many fish as
we can catch.

The only time
| hang out with
other bears

is when we
gather at the
river to fish.

GLOSSARY

claws—sharp, usually

curved nails on the foof

of an animal
O cubs—young begrs

den—the home or shelter

of a wild animal, such gs
a bear

@,

— Amazing, real-life photography to engage readers

— Exciting, relevant content written at appropriate grade levels

— Special text features that support and enrich content

— Vocabulary practice to strengthen reading comprehension
— Discussion questions to summarize the reading content

— Fun activities to extend students’ reading experience

cdla giz2Y bear

. awinter naP,
. an unlucky fidh
. ahairy hurP




Teacher Resource

The lessons and activities in the 10-unit Teacher Resource are designed to inspire curiosity of the natural world. Each
unit features step-by-step reading, writing, and science lessons as well as engaging student activities that will foster their
understanding of Earth’s diverse wildlife while encouraging them to unplug from screens and venture outdoors. This
program will motivate students to embrace the wonders of nature and gain a lifelong appreciation for the environment.

Content goals
inform teachers

about the subject —_|

matter and the
learning objectives
covered in the unit.

Summaries show
and explain the

various activities —_ using the graphic organizer pictured on the right.
—__using the graphic organizer p g

included in each of
the three sections
(reading, writing,
and science) of
the unit.

The materials list

informs teachers ~ |

of the student
pages needed to
complete the unit.

Reminders from _—

Reggie Otter
help teachers get
the most out of
every lesson.

Unit 2: Great Grizzly

Unit Overview

Content Goals

In this unit, students will be studying the big and strong grizzly bear. They will
learn what grizzly bears look like and what they like to eat. Students will also
discover how smart and strong grizzly bears are. Through various activities and
assessments, students will gain an in-depth understanding of these great grizzlies.

Reading Summary

Students will participate in vocabulary and pre-reading activities. Students will perform a close
reading of the text, answer comprehension questions, and determine the main idea of the text by

Writing Summary

Students will learn about the past tense of irregular verbs. They will write an imaginative
narrative about spending the day as a grizzly bear. The graphic organizer used for this lesson
is pictured on the right.

Science Summary

Students will participate in a science experiment by playing a game that uses their sense of
smell. Students will learn that bears have a very good sense of smell—but do students? They
will record their findings on a chart and discuss their observations as a class.

| ___—= Materials

¥ copies of Great Grizzly reader #’ copies of reading activity sheets (pages 36-37)

¥’ copies of Boomer Badger’s Word App (page 229) #’ copies of writing activity sheets (pages 39-41)
¥’ copies of Background Information [optional] (page 32) #° copies of science activity sheet (page 43)

¥’ copies of Ranger Field Notes (page 35) # copies of assessments (pages 44-46)

You "Otter" Remember ...

¥ For additional adventures, check out Ricky and Pals Adventure Cards (see page 183).

# Help students improve their reading, speaking, and listening skills with the Ricky
and Pals Readers’ Theater (see page 202).

¥ And don't forget, there is more fun to be had in the Extension Activities section on
page 227.

#51672G Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures 30 ©Blue Star Education




Teacher Resource

Vocabulary words and various \éocr:satl;trx]ldair%
ities i th and unde
tivities increase dep ..
21? the content vocabulary for each unit

Definition

sharp, usually curyed nails on the foor of an animg]

Sample Sentence: Thay grizzly bear has 5
young bears

harp clacs,

Sample Sentence-

i nd concise steps
ing lesson includes clear a oo
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Teacher Resource

Each writing lesson is designed to improve

students’ writing skills and knowledge of the
English language.

Each hands-on science lesson highlights

and further supplements the science content

for the wildlife topic covered in the reader.

Unit 2: Great Grizzly

Science Lesson
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Grade:

Results;

Weanin Sself-Correcﬁon
19/! tructureNisual Clue.
s

eV instructiop,
se[f ............. e va/

difficut

Recommendatio,| s

A running record allows the
teacher to note errors and
the self-correction process
as a student reads the first
100+ words of the text. This
sheet assists the teacher with
analyzing data, evaluating
reading behaviors, and
making recommendations.
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Student Pages

Field Notes

Name:

Ranger Field Notes

Page 3 Page 8-9

Grady is bigand ——————

Pages 10-11

Grady's hump is made of

[

Grady's works

Grady is smart and has a good
.

P

Grady can pretty fast.

©Blue Star Education

Activity Sheet

Name:

Grady's Tall Tales

Rewrite each verb to be in the past tense.

1. | begin the year by climbing Mount Everest
I
2. Next, | ride my bike across the country.
I
3. Then, | run a marathon
I
4. After that, | throw out the first pitch at a paseball game.
I
5. Later in the year, | fly to Hollywood.
I
6. Then, | sing on American Idol.
I
7. In the summer, | win a medal in the Olympic Games.
I

8. In the winter, | become the next president of the
United States

R

©Blue Star Education

Unit 2 Great Grizz!

uide|
Directions: Use the Great Grizzly book to help you complete the study g!

A mother grizzly bear live!

8. My hump
A Is made of
izza i opcorn.
Pages 4-5 A mother grizzly bear usually 3. Pizzais Popcorn. 5. Isleepin
B my favorite ahotel during
Grady haslong —————— on cubs. faver
his front paws.

One of Grady's favorite foods |

Grady digsfor _———— in
really well sand to eat. Jan Si"y.
R Pages 213

Grady also eats berries, leav

, and insects.

In the winter, Grady sleeps i

4516726 Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures

Unit 2 Great Grizz!

. dl -
Directions: Grady is telling funny (but alse) stories about what he did last yeg
i : ki

Reading

Graphic Organizer

Unit2: Great Grizzly

Name:

Activity Sheet
e )

o Goofy Grady
Directions: Grady is in a goofy mood. He ¢l
them false. Rewrite them to make them true!

Gone Fishin'

Directions: Write the main idea of the text in the grizzly bear. Then, inside o
each fish, write details that support the main idea.

hanged the sentences to make
s with

winter.

2, luse my
claws to play
piano.

#51672G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures
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Graphic Organizer

Unit 2: Great Grizzly

Name:

Sorting My Story

Directions: Complete the graphic organizer below to help you sort out your
story. For the main character section, draw yourself as a grizzly bear. For th|
setting section, draw a picture of where your story will take place. Then, writ,
ideas for what will happen during the beginning, middle, and end of your std

Unit2: Great Grizzly

birect MyDay as a Grizzly
irections:
st ‘eﬂsnes Cv‘vrzt ‘ahteIe': ?'t‘?vraﬁ of your narrative. Be sure it is written in the
' Sttwo irregular past-t ’
story. D Ppast-tense verbs you y
yourysto aw a scene from your story in the box. When " h sed in your
1Y with the class. you have finished, share

Beginning

451672G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures
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Student Pages

Multiple-Choice Assessment

Unit 2: Great Grizzly

Science Activity Sheet Narme Short-Answer Test

pep— Multiple-Choice Quiz

Directions: Select the best answer for each question.

Unit 2: Great Grizzly
Name:

Name:
1. Which words best describe grizzly bears?

?
What's That Smell’ i
identify each scent. Write the letter
rneath the correct scent below.

Short-Answer Test

Directions: Use evidence froj

r nose to correctly questions below. M the Great Grizzly book to help you answer the

Directions: Use you B. cute and cuddly

written on the bottom of each cup unde
Scents

& 3
-
P
-

s for the matching game in the chart b

C. small and sweet

1. How would you describe Grady the grizzly bear?

olive oil D. not smart

2. What do grizzly bears have on their front paws?
A. short nails
B. long claws

: elovt C. thumbs
Directions: Record your time:

D. none of the above

Game 1Time: minutes seconds

S

Game 2 Ti

" 3. Which sentence is true?
seconds

minutes _———

A. Grizzly bears are slow runners.

your partner to answer the questions. ‘ AR
the smells in the game? Did
me? If so, why do you think

Directions: Work with
easy or hard to match
during the second gar

1. Did you think it was C. Grizzly bears are not very smart

your time get better
that happened?

/ 4. Where do grizzly bears sleep during the winter?

A. inatall tree

3. Draw a grizzly bear eati
ating his favori .
D. Grizzly bear mothers live with their cubs o avorite food. Label his hump and claws

e away. After conducting thi

m a mil i
| things fror ething that far away? B. in bushes

ear can smel
2. Agrizzly b k you could smell som:

experiment, do you thin

C.inaden
or why not?
/ D. on a beach
ive? ©Blue Star Education # #51672G Ranger Rick's Read

it survi
3. How does a grizzly bear's strong sense of smell help it st

43 4516726 Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures
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Adventure Cards Quiz

Funin the Sun Ricky and Pals Adventure Cards
= . Il .
Adventure Cards Activity Sheet Narme: Readers’ Theater Script
Funin the Sun Quiz Rescrs Trestr
Funin the Sun Q Ricky and Pals Readers' Theater
Ricky and Pals Adventure Cards Directions: Use the Fun in the Sun adventure card to help you answer eac
Name: question. 0
Seashe“ Shu{:ﬂe 1. What does Sammy want to do at the beach? Th v F"Ckyi:iiPa/s Starring in
e Ver i
1 seashell at the bottom of the page. Think about the A. surf o y ungry Rabblf
Directions: Cut out eac! tory. Glue the events in the correct order onio the B. swim "V by Kathy Kranking « lustrations by Christian Siage
events in the Fun in fhe Sur zesén number 1. The last event goes on number 6:
sandcastle. The first event g . C. collect shells , Characters
D. build a sandcastle ~
& {
2. What is inside the pink shell that Bizzie picks up? Nr Ri @y
. ? icky R N
A pear accoon  Bizzie Beaver  Fiora Skunk Mits Mink

B. a hermit crab Ricky Raccoon, Bizzie g

eaver, Flora Skunk, and Mif

M=% tohave a picnic. - tzi Mink are gettin

C. afish — Prenic. Ricky wants to bring a salad to the picnig. 2 2%
I'mso gl

D. money %@ y Sa!g;d I'have this beautiful garden. | can't wait to pick some lettuce for

% Racs

@)

=
Yaraiot

3. Which event happened last in the story?

. . Wi
A. Sammy pulls toy soldiers out of his pocket. hen Ricky arives at his garden, he realizes that something is wrong

B. Ricky tells Flora he'll listen to the ocean the regular way.
Hey! Someone’s beey
s the picnic!

An hour later, Ricky me;
at Flora’s house for the

faractruit, and other tasty tre,

o0

X X N eat
C. Bizzie gets pinched. "9 my lettuce! Now | have nothing to bring 1o

D. Bizzie finds a pretty pink shell.

o

ets his friends Flora Skunk, Mitzi Mink, and Bizzie Beaver

picnic. Her picnic table is covered with sandwiches,

4. How is Deep Green Wood different from the sunny beach Ricky vis| ats,

his pals? Use text from the story to help you answer the question.

i B N (all together) Hi, Ricky!

%
<
Tz

Hi everyone! Sorry, b .
2 v, but | couldn't mak
ne  Somebody ate my lettuce! ke he salad

©Blue Star Education 189 #51672G Ranger Rick's Read

LA Sammy N Bizzie
Anermit !/ sndFlora )i("findsapretty 1t crab pinches
it crabpinches §it pildasand- )i  pinkshell /i
i\_ Bizzie.

(holding a book of world records) That's too bad.

Now you won't have a
chance to .
biggest head of lettuce, growthe world's

B N
e Bs’éﬁ
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Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures 1» Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures lZ

Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures  o...
3

Wily Goyetes

welcome to the

Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures .. Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures ...
n 5

Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures .. Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures  »...

Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures  :...

Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures .. Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures

A TALL TALE

Nonfiction Readers p—

Young kits need to
become top-notch

hunters—fast. They
i i I practice on small
aKe a looK Inside the readers: praci on o
by their parents.
They also stalk and
wrestle with ihle(;r
littermates. Older
ick’s Reading Adventures  ee e o
= o : > may help feed and
care for the kits,
too. The little foxes
s need all the help
rise and they can get. In just
ek, softcoat will keep it a few short months,
it will be fall again.
These young foxes
must be ready
to go off and
survive on their
own—anytime,
anywhere.

®

— T MAKE APPEARANCES
* 5) THROUGHOUT THE SERIES WITH
FUN FACTS AND COMMENTS/

— Amazing, real-life photography to engage readers
— Exciting, relevant content written at appropriate grade levels
— Special text features that support and enrich content

— Vocabulary practice to strengthen reading comprehension
— Discussion questions to summarize the reading content
— Fun activities to extend students’ reading experience

)



Teacher Resource

The lessons and activities in the 10-unit Teacher Resource are designed to inspire curiosity of the natural world. Each
unit features step-by-step reading, writing, and science lessons as well as engaging student activities that will foster their
understanding of Earth’s diverse wildlife while encouraging them to unplug from screens and venture outdoors. This
program will motivate students to embrace the wonders of nature and gain a lifelong appreciation for the environment.

Content goals
inform teachers

about the subject |

matter and the
learning objectives
covered in the unit.

Summaries show
and explain the

various activities —_

included in each of
the three sections
(reading, writing,
and science) of
the unit.

The materials list

informs teachers ~ |

of the student
pages needed to
complete the unit.

Reminders from _—

Reggie Otter
help teachers get
the most out of
every lesson.

— structure of the text using the graphic organizer pictured on the right.

Unit 5: A Fox for All Seasons

Unit Overview

Content Goals

In this unit, students will be studying the “anytime, anywhere” red fox. These foxes
are found in many parts of the world and can survive in all types of weather. Through
various activities and assessments, students will gain an in-depth understanding and
appreciation of how these foxes live during each season of the year.

i

Reading Summary

Students will participate in vocabulary and pre-reading activities. Students will perform a close
reading of the text, answer comprehension questions, and describe the overall chronological

I
1l

Writing Summary ST

Students will learn about the difference between the literal and nonliteral meanings of words pJ
and phrases. Students will write diary entries from the perspective of a red fox experiencing =
each of the four seasons. The graphic organizer used for this lesson is pictured on the right. C

Science Summary

Students will participate in a science experiment in which they will submerge their hand in ice
water while wearing different layers of insulation. This will help them understand why red foxes
grow longer, thicker coats during the winter months. They will answer questions about the
experiment and discuss their observations and findings as a class.

_—" Materials

¥’ copies of A Fox for All Seasons reader #’ copies of reading activity sheets (pages 87-88)

¥’ copies of Boomer Badger’s Word App (page 229) #’ copies of writing activity sheets (pages 90-92)
¥’ copies of Background Information [optional] (page 83) #° copies of science activity sheet (page 94)

¥’ copies of Ranger Field Notes (page 86) #° copies of assessments (pages 95-97)

You"Otter" Remember ...
# For additional adventures, check out Ranger Rick’s Adventure Cards and associated
activities (see page 183).
# Have students be super adventurous and creative by writing their own adventures
with My Ranger Rick Adventures (see page 208).

¥ And don't forget, there is more fun to be had in the Extension Activities section on
page 227.
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Teacher Resource
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Student Pages
Reading

Graphic Organizer

Field Notes

Name: Unit 5: AFox for All Seasons

Activity Sheet

Unit 5: AFox for All Seasons S . .
. easonal Timeline

Name:
Unit5: A Fox for All Seasons

Directions: The
text structure for A Fox for All Seasons is chronological. It is writter
nin

order of the fol
ur seasons. Follow the steps to complete the graphic organizer bel Name:
low.

Ranger Field Notes

Directions: Use the A Fox for All Seasons ook to help you complete the study guide.

Step 1 Write the nar
3 ime of the season above
e ° e each box in the order it appe:
Stez3 gl;\ the lines, write seasonal details you learned about the redprxarS e e
: Dra
w a picture in each box that shows what the fox does during that se:
ason

Baby Fe
;i’;:gff;sza?ur out the p Y Fox Scrapbook
logical order, starti

happening in each photo

Page 3 Pages 8-9

ictures below a
nd place thy
ing on the left. N 'em on the scra
lext, write pbook pages in th,
e correct

A red fox feels at home in a big city, a eafy Red foxes usually just ourl up in the open

) " a y
forest, and even a frozen  rather than hiding out ina (1) araph. Use A Fox for Al Seag;esf‘ge:ﬁ"leon explaining what
elp you with s
your explanati
Red foxes can also be brown, ————— Ared foxs is usually made up Planations.
or even siler <mall animals such as mice and sauirrels L
Red foxes have super-sharp
Pages 4-5

that can help them detect food from far
Red foxes are excellent
_————— away—evenundersnow

because of their long, thin legs and light

bodies Pages 10-11
Red foxes thrive in any kind of I the spring, a female red fox will give O
and can live in all parts of the world toa of Kits, or baby foxes. ©
Red foxes could be called " | When akitis born, it can't see or hear. a1
* foxes does not have any L
Mom foxes their babies and
Pages 6-1

(eep them safe and warm in a den
The red fox stays warm in the fall thanks t

its thick, soft Pages 12-13
In fall, the red fox focuses on Fox mothers and fathers bring their babl
small so their babie;

practice their hunting skills
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Baby foxes also sharpen their huniing

by stalking and

First Winter
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_Exploring with Mom

Writin

Graphic Organizer

Activity Sheet Name: Unit 5: AFox for AllSeasons

Final Draft Sheet

Unit5: AFox for AllSeasons D .
ear Diary
Directions: Imagine
- you are a red fox. You will
seasons. T ill be writing a dial
o help y)

: ! ‘
Time to Hit the Books! plan your diry enries. Wte your main opic for each seasan on the e, Then, insi

seas: i
onal outline, provide specific details that support your main topic.

Name:
Unit5: AFox for AllSeasons

Name:

Directions: Read each sentence. Then, create a picture for both the literal and nonliteral

definition fall Red Fox's Diary

i Directi .
Literal Noniteral winter o usg:ﬂwrj‘e the final draft of your f
onliteral ir four diar
1. Chilout E Word of phvase. Then, share o a0 &1 Inslan
g entries with 'C& in which
= your classmates,
o D

i

3. Spill the beans!
]

spring
summer
Directions: Underine the nonlieral phrase. Ther. explain the nonliteral meaning of it - =
4. That spelling test was a piece of cake:
/ summer
5. Thinking about my recital makes me feel like | have butterflies in my stomach.
6. My mother has a heart of gold
2 | have a big science test tomorrow, so its {me 10 hit the books

©Blue Star Education |
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il

8. Look outs

side! Its raining cats and dogs!
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Student Pages

Multiple-Choice Assessment

Science Activity Sheet .

Name:

Short-Answer Test

Multiple-Choice Quiz
Unit 5: AFox for All Seasons

Directions: Select the best answer for each question.
Name:

Unit 5: A Fox for All Seasons

Chill Out!

Directions: Record your observations in he w. T rk with your group to
your observations in t table below. Then, work with your g

re :

answer the questions at the bottom of the sheet.

You might spot a red fox in a big city or frozen tundra. What is a tundra?
athick growth of bushes and trees that covers a large area

B. flat land in the Arctic where the ground is always frozen and there are no trees

Short-Answer Test

Directions: Use evidence
" rom the A
C. a tropical woodland with a high annual rainfall 1. What do Foxfor Al Seasons book to help you answer the questions,
love) feel like after D. alarge area of dry land with lttle rainfall es a red fox look like?
1 did your left hand (with one glov
82895 v S ‘gnheammmye on the ice? Be specific and detailed in your 2. What helps make the red fox an excellent predator?
3 & description.

A. long, thin legs and a light body

S B. a white-tipped tal
o 4 C. a sharp-pointed face \
7 B D. athick, soft coat \
A /ég{ a - 3. In what season are baby foxes bon? ) \
A AL . What
AR . A. spring a1 docs a red fox doif the weather is really cold?
f\{@ - - B. summer
- . iith a glove and a mitten) fee C. winter
L did your right hand (witha g ¢
2 ) | e minute on the ice? Be specific and detale b. fall

in your description

4. Foxes have a keen sense of

A. smell
/ > B. eyesight
gy C. taste
: . D. hearing
ﬂ e ] - 5. In which season does a fox's coat get longer and thicker?
= A. spring
during the I
: . which hand stayed warmer
1. According o your group's observations o s
experiment? Why? G

6. Why do baby foxes stalk and wrestle each other?

A. because they are practicing their hunting skils
B. because they don't like each other

C. because they like getting in trouble

D. because they are mean

i iment?
2. What did you learn about the red fox’s survival traits from this experim

s in the winte|
Gan you think of any other animals that may grow thicker, longer coat #51673G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures
3. Cany
?
in order to stay warm’

©Blue St
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Adventure Cards Quiz

Adventure Cards Activity Sheet

Name:

My Ranger Rick Adventures

T 1 Adventure #3
I River of Grass Quiz B
. anger -3
Ranger Rick's Adventure Cards Directions: Use the River of Grass adventure card to help you answer each question Name: 9er Rck Adventures
Name: 1. How do you know that Boomer is eating | 3. Who is Gertie?

th P. t es candy at the beginning of the story?
Pondering the Fictur

A. abird
A. The pictures show him eating
candy.

Directions: Look closely at each p cture below. Next, think about the details you see in each

B. an alligator
tences and answer the
feel. Then, complete the sen!
he picture makes you
picture and how t

B. The text says, “Boomer Is eating C. an osprey
: candy.” D. atall plant
o C. Boomer says, *I am eating candy.”
) D. The picture shows Boomer in a 4. Why are there so many cattails in
candy shop. Everglades?
2. What do Ranger Rick and his friends A. because birds spread the cal

get lost in? seeds around

A. a pine forest B. because Boomer is eating ca
B. amaze of cattails €. because chemical fertiizers
i ows | nearby farms polluted the wa
This pieture & C. a swamp ful of alligators )
/ D. because alligators ate all thel
D. a lake full of birds sawgrass
This picture makes me feel -
5. Why does Ranger Rick think its a bad idea for Boomer (o celebrate by eating
2.

O

l
l
l
l
l

This picture shows -

This picture makes me feel

3
3. How did these pictures help you to better understand the story?

©Blue Star Education
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Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures

Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures
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Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures
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Ranger Rick’s Reading Adventures  c..
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Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures

ts
AT

Nonfiction Readers

Yeti Crab

Scientists discovered this strang

e-looking crab deep in the Pacific Ocean
They thought those hairy claws looked like the arms of Yeti, also known
1 - as the “Abominable Snowman.”
Take a look inside the readers!

Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures ask

BSE 51908

Hcve you ever heard a stor i
Y or seen a picture that
ER TNAN xas u;_sr 100 sfrange fo be true? What about an c.nzmcm:new
o o
‘ |:e iction than fac ? Somefimes things are just foo sfmnges'e:"
at i i
s “ a ' N ' ) ey ol are almost too weird o believe,

. el many G Pl
is & wonderful way o he! Y other—creatures, “weird

-~ N . . . be
T 0 st Why vl b hove hiry covs? Wel, et ccb s ind, o ke
BREAK GLASS! these hairs act as “feclers” for gefing around. Also, the hairs colle
. of bacteria. Maybe the crab uses the bacteria for food. Scienfists
are still trying fo learn more about these curious furry creatures.

5

MAKE APPEARANCES
THROLIGHOUT THE SERTES WITH
MESEA FLUN FACTS AND COMMENTS/

— Amazing, real-life photography to engage readers
— Exciting, relevant content written at appropriate grade levels
— Special text features that support and enrich content
— Vocabulary practice to strengthen reading comprehension
— Discussion questions to summarize the reading content
— Fun activities to extend students’ reading experience

.« \ong, o™
L ohairy @ " finger

 vompire g fdlke head
flaying an
9 + oce
. ?:‘:‘?ma\ camouflod
. ahairless
rodent
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Teacher Resource

The lessons and activities in the 10-unit Teacher Resource are designed to inspire curiosity of the natural world. Each
unit features step-by-step reading, writing, and science lessons as well as engaging student activities that will foster their
understanding of Earth’s diverse wildlife while encouraging them to unplug from screens and venture outdoors. This
program will motivate students to embrace the wonders of nature and gain a lifelong appreciation for the environment.

Content goals
inform teachers

about the subject |

matter and the
learning objectives
covered in the unit.

Summaries show
and explain the

VariOUS aCtiVitieS — Students will participate in vocabulary and pre-reading activities. Students will perform a close
— P P y P g p )

included in each of
the three sections
(reading, writing,
and science) of
the unit.

The materials list

informs teachers ~ |

of the student
pages needed to
complete the unit.

Reminders from _—

Reggie Otter
help teachers get
the most out of
every lesson.

Unit 9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Unit Overview

Content Goals

In this unit, students will be studying ten animals that are so strange, it is hard to
believe they are real. From the Australian platypus, which seems to combine the
body parts of many different animals, to the Philippine tarsier, whose eyes are bigger
than its brain, these surreal animals and their strange characteristics will intrigue
and delight students. Through various activities and assessments, students will gain
an in-depth understanding and appreciation that “weird” is a wonderful way to be.

@) Reading Summary N

reading of the text, answer comprehension questions, and refer to key details and examplesin
the text to explain what the text is saying. They will do this by completing the graphic organizer
pictured on the right.

Writing Summary

Students will learn about sentence fragments and complete sentences, and will write personal
narratives about an experience with an unusual animal. The graphic organizer used for this
lesson is pictured on the right.

7

Science Summary

Students will participate in an experiment involving ants. Students will conduct a study to find
what type of foods ants prefer (salty, sweet, natural, or processed). Will the results be stranger than
fiction? Students will record their observations and discuss their findings as a class.

/0

Materials

¥’ copies of Stranger Than Fiction! reader #’ copies of reading activity sheets (pages 155-156)

¥’ copies of Boomer Badger’s Word App (page 229) #° copies of writing activity sheets (pages 158-160)
¥’ copies of Background Information [optional] (page 151) #’ copies of science activity sheet (page 162)

¥’ copies of Ranger Field Notes (page 154) #’ copies of assessments (pages 163-165)

You"Otter" Remember ...
# For additional adventures, check out Ranger Rick’s Adventure Cards and associated
activities (see page 183).
# Have students be super adventurous and creative by writing their own adventures
with My Ranger Rick Adventures (see page 208).

¥ And don't forget, there is more fun to be had in the Extension Activities section on
page 227.
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Teacher Resource

Vocabulary words and various vocabulary
activities increase depth and understanding
of the content vocabulary for each unit.
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Teacher Resource
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Student Pages

Reading

Graphic Organizer

Field Notes

Unit9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Name:
Ranger Field Notes
Directions: Use the Stranger Than Fiction! text to help you complete the study guide
Pages 4-5 The tufted deer gets its name from the dark

The platypus is & it of hair on its )
mammal because it1ays €90% Male tufted deer have long

The platypus has a tail like @ beaver, a body that they use to defend themselves,

like an otter, and a like a duck.

Pages 10-11

Yeti crabs live deep inthe ——— Saiga can be found in the dry plains of

- central

The hair on the yeti orabs’ claws collects Sticky i the saiga's nose hel

make the air clean enough for it to breathe.

.
Pages 6-1

Honeypot ants spend their days

Thorny devils can be found in the

sands of Australia

food. Thorny devils their tails i

Honeypot ants can store & nutritious liquid they feel threatened

Pages 12-13

by expanding their

Leafy sea dragons eat tiny oreatures by Aye-ayes are part of the @

slurping them up in their
The aye-aye can be found in the forests
eafy sea dragons travel by floating on the

.

current.
Tarsiers can be found on islands in the

Pages 8-9

Naked mole-rats are naked because they

I

The tarsiers’ large eyes help them to s
in the dark

have no

Naked mole-rats’ long front —————

Name: Unit9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Wacky Wheel Activity Sheet
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3 s the animals listed i

e ted on this wheel ?

tranger Than Fiction! that prove these animals are ndecd :«c:cyky ;g': "e'i"s e 5of
weird.

Unit 9: Stranger Than Fiction!
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Graphic Organizer

Activity Sheet

Unit9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Name:

Silly Sentences or Funny Fragments?

Directions: If the words form a complete sentence, write Son the line. If the words form &

sentence fragment, write Fon the ine-
1. Mother nature has gone completely nuts!

2. My worst nightmare.

3. This lumpy, droopy nose.

It has a fake head

4.
5. Those hairy claws are very scary.
6. Almost too weird
7 Deep down in the dark and dreary Pacific Ocean
8. Tarsiers are tiny but cute.
Directions: Choose two of the fragments above and turn them into complete sentences.
9.

Directions: Complete each sentence by adding words to the sentence fragments.

11, Those lttle honeypot ants
12. burrows underground tun
13. The sharp fangs on the tufted deer - —

14. can punch

enough to break glass

Name: Unit9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Sorting My Story Final Draft Sheet

Directions: Complete th i
: e graphic orgar
Divetions: Complte o rap ganizer below to help you brainstorm and sort out

Who:

Uni
it9: Stranger Than Fiction!
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eady, read it to f ratve.
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Beginning

Middle

End
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Student Pages

Multiple-Choice Assessment

Science Activity Sheet S

Name:

Short-Answer Test

Multiple-Choice Quiz
Unit9: Stranger Than' Fiction!

Directions: Select the best answer for each question.
Name:

Unit9: Stranger Than Fiction!
1. What is “strange” about the yeti crab?
A. It stores food in its abdomen.
FOOd for Thotht B. It has white, hairy claws.
1 each food dish.
i d write detailed notes about
Directions: Draw pictures an

C. Itlives in the snow.
D. It has a tail like a beaver.

Short-An
Directions: Use evidence swer TeSt
questions.

Salty Sample Sweet Sample
alty

omthe Stranger Than Fictions text to help you answer the
2. What does the lumpy, droopy nose of the saiga do?
A. It cleans the air
B. It stores food!
C. It scares off predators
D. It sucks up food

1. What makes the platypus such a

strange” animal?

3. Where would you need to travel in order to find a tarsier?
A. Australia
B. Madagascar
C. the Philippines
D. Antarctica

4. The platypus lays eggs. Why is this strange?
A. because it swims
B. because it eats eggs
C. because it is a mammal
- ] D. because it lives in the water
S

Seed Sample 5. Where do honeypot ants get their name?
Fruit Sample

A. from being the color of honey

B. from being shaped like little honey pots

C. from their love of eating honey

D. from their abdomens, which look like litle pots of honey
6. What strange feature do male tufted deer have?

A. vampire-like teeth

B. tufted tails

C. beaver tails

D. fake heads

e —

4. What do the aye-aye and tarsier haye in common?
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Adventure Cards Quiz

Name:

Adventure Cards Activity Sheet

My Ranger Rick Adventures

1 1 Adventure #6
et Bennie and the Bog Quiz : P —
. R
Ranger Rick's Adventure Cards Directions: Use the Bennie and the Bog adventure card to help you answer each ques| ame: dventures
Name: 1. Which sentence best describes the 3. What do the turtle thieves compare
main idea of this story? trapped turtle to?
Turtle Talk A. Boomer spends too much time on A. aratinacage
hen, write details his phone. ’
. o the main idea of Bennie and the Bog on the log beov Tﬂ;shed e deel B. a diamond in the rough
Directions: Write the M SEAL L\ cpeech bubbles. When you have ] B. Bog lurtles are rare and need to be & bured
that support e e ‘d‘eaal briof summary of the story on the back of this sheet saved and protected - buried treasure
hic organizer to write
graphic o1 C. Goats are mean animals. D. ahogin the bog
Main Idea

D. Thieves steal turtles to make money.

2. What does Bennie think Ranger Rick
?
and his friends are going to do to him A, 10 scare off the thieves
A. Sell him as a pet.

4. Why are there goats around the bqg

B. to feed the turtles
B. Help him save his trapped friend.

C. they are lost
C. Play a game with him.

D. to save the bog by eating
D. Leave him alone. trees and bushes

5. Boomer did not listen to Ranger Rick's instructions. What evidence from the text §
this detail?
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