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&= Teacher Resource

The lessons and activities in the 10-unit Teacher Resource are designed to inspire curiosity of the natural world. Each
unit features step-by-step reading, writing, and science lessons as well as engaging student activities that will foster their
understanding of Earth’s diverse wildlife while encouraging them to unplug from screens and venture outdoors. This
program will motivate students to embrace the wonders of nature and gain a lifelong appreciation for the environment.

Content goals
inform teachers
about the subject |
matter and the

learning objectives
covered in the unit.

Summaries show
and explain the
various activities —_
included in each of
the three sections
(reading, writing,
and science) of
the unit.

The materials list
informs teachers — |
of the student

pages needed to
complete the unit.

Reminders from _—
Reggie Otter
help teachers get
the most out of
every lesson.

Unit 9: Stranger Than Fiction!
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Content Goals
In this unit, students will be studying ten animals that are so strange, it is hard to
believe they are real. From the Australian platypus, which seems to combine the
body parts of many different animals, to the Philippine tarsier, whose eyes are bigger
than its brain, these surreal animals and their strange characteristics will intrigue

and delight students. Through various activities and assessments, students will gain
an in-depth understanding and appreciation that “weird” is a wonderful way to be.
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Reading Summary

Students will participate in vocabulary and pre-reading activities. Students will perform a close
reading of the text, answer comprehension questions, and refer to key details and examples in
the text to explain what the text is saying. They will do this by completing the graphic organizer
pictured on the right.

Writing Summary

Students will learn about sentence fragments and complete sentences, and will write personal
narratives about an experience with an unusual animal. The graphic organizer used for this
lesson is pictured on the right.

Science Summary

Students will participate in an experiment involving ants. Students will conduct a study to find
what type of foods ants prefer (salty, sweet, natural, or processed). Will the results be stranger than
fiction? Students will record their observations and discuss their findings as a class.
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Materials

¥’ copies of Stranger Than Fiction! reader

¥’ copies of Boomer Badger’s Word App (page 229)

¥’ copies of Background Information [optional] (page 151)
¥’ copies of Ranger Field Notes (page 154)

#° copies of reading activity sheets (pages 155-156)
#° copies of writing activity sheets (pages 158-160)
#’ copies of science activity sheet (page 162)

#’ copies of assessments (pages 163-165)

You"Otter" Remember ...
# For additional adventures, check out Ranger Rick’s Adventure Cards and associated
activities (see page 183).
# Have students be super adventurous and creative by writing their own adventures
with My Ranger Rick Adventures (see page 208).

¥ And don't forget, there is more fun to be had in the Extension Activities section on
page 227.
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Unit 9: Stranger Than Fiction!

Vocabulary words and various vocabulary
activities increase depth and understanding : n
of the content vocabulary for each unit.
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Each writing lesson is designed to improve
students’ writing skills and knowledge of the
English language.
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Name:
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Ranger Field Notes

1 text to help you complete the study guide

Directions: Use the Stranger Than Fictior

Pages 4-5
The platypus is @
mammal because it lays eggs

The tufted deer gets its name from the dark

tuft of hair on its N

Male tufted deer have long
pus has a tail like a beaver, a body that they use to defend themselves
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Naked mole-rats’ long front ———————
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#51674G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures 154 ©Blue Star Education

#
31674 Ranger Rick's Reading Ad
ventures

©Blue Star Education

Writing

Graphic Organizer

| i 1
| Uit 9: Stranger Than Fiction!

.y

T 'e i, A
(i e R

Activity Sheet :
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Name:

Silly Sentences or Funny Fragments?
If the words form & complete sentence, write S on the line. If the words form &

Directions:
ite Fon the line.

sentence fragment, wiri
1. Mother nature has gone completely nuts!

My worst nightmare.

2.
3. This lumpy, droopy nose.
4. It has a fake head
5. Those hairy claws are very scary-
6. Almost too weird

Deep down i the dark and dreary Pacific Ocean:

7

8. Tarsiers are tiny but cute.
d turn them into complete sentences

Directions: Choose two of the fragments above an

10.

Directions: Complete each sentence by adding words to the sentence fragments.

11. Those little honeypot ants

burrows underground tun

12.
.

13. The sharp fangs on the tufted deer
can punch

14.

Uit i T
Stranger Than Fiction! | ; LT 7
Al i E e

| Final Draft Sheet

W

. Sorting My Story

ons: Complete the graphi

Diretions: Compiet | pogrsi gle\‘c organizer below to help you brainstorm and sort out
I

When: Where:
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v - o )
- Anim !
Directions: Wiite the final draft of al Tales

your sentences a
‘ re
Finally, practice re omplete! Nex

Who:

your personal
narrative.
t, draw . Double-ch
rea a pict -check
g Yoo g 2 8 PEr ha states  scans o make sure al
- When you're ready, read it to rrom your narrative.
g riends and family.
.

Beginning

Middle

End
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Multiple-Choice Assessment

T
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| Unit: Stranger Than Fictior! |

Name:

Science Activity Sheet

R T Multip|e-Choicé Quiz

Directions: Select the best answer for each question.

T R TR

Uit : Stranger ThanFiction!
. ; RPN, e A 1. What s “strange” about the yeti crab?
A. It stores food in its abdomen.
FOOd for Thotht B. It has white, hairy claws.
ailed notes about each food dish- €. Itlives in the snow.
Sweet Sample D. Ithas atail like a beaver.

Directions: Draw pictures and write det

le
Salty Samp! 2. What does the lumpy, droopy nose of the saiga do?

A. It cleans the air.
B. It stores food
C. It scares off predators
D. It sucks up food
3. Where would you need to travel in order to find a tarsier?
A. Australia
B. Madagascar
C. the Philippines
D. Antarctica
- 4. The platypus lays eggs. Why is this sirange?
- A. because it swims

o B. because it eats eggs
—_— C. because it is a mammal

— ] D. because it lives in the water
Seed Sample 5. Where do honeypot ants get their name?

Fruit Sample A. from being the color of honey

B. from being shaped like lttle honey pots

. from their love of eating honey

D. from their abdomens, which look like little pots of honey
6. What strange feature do male tufted deer have?

A. vampire-like teeth

B. tufted tails

C. beaver tails

D. fake heads
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Adventure Cards Quiz

rt-Answer Test

T -
G 14 | /Unit: Stranger Than Fiction!

i Ay dt . .

- Short-Answer Test
ions: Use evid

questions, evidence from the S[ranger Than Fiction! text to help you answer the

1.
What makes the platypus such a “strange” animal?

-
-
-
-

2. What k
@y details about the naked mole-rat dogs the author include in the text?

—_— e
-
-
-

3. What phys
Physical characteristics does the thorny devil have in order 1o fight off preg
predators?

— e
-
-
-

4.\

What do the aye-aye and tarsier have in common?

©Blue Star Educaion
165 #SI674G Ranger Rick's Reading Adventures

My Ranger Rick Adventures

Adventure Cards Activity Sheet R
; W Bennie and the Bog Quiz

i “' g Bennie andthe Bog
i\ it oot Directions: Use the Bennie and the Bog adventure card to help you answer each ques|
, . 1. Which sentence best describes the 3. What do the turtle thieves compare
i . . main idea of this story? trapped turtle to?
Turtle Talk A. Boomer spends too much time on A. aratin acage
Is his phone.
o the Bog on the log below. Then, write detal o B. & diamond in the rough

the main idea of Bennie an
the turtles’ speet
ary of the story on

ch bubbles. When you have finished, use the

Directions: Write
the back of this sheet.

n
that support the main idea in th
graphic organizer to write a brief summ

B. Bog turtles are rare and need to be

saved and protected C. buried treasure

D. ahog in the bog

C. Goats are mean animals.

Main Idea
D. Thieves steal turtles to make money.

2. What does Bennie think Ranger Rick 4. Why are there goats around the b

 his friend 1o doto him?
anaisiriends are going to do fo him A. 1o scare off the thieves

A. Sell him as & pet. B. o feed the turtles

B. Help hi his t d friend.
lelp him save his trapped frien C. they are lost

c. Pl ih h
ay agame with him D. to save the bog by eating

D. Leave him alone. trees and bushes

5. Boomer did not listen to Ranger Rick's instructions. What evidence from the text
this detail?

Name: My Ranger Rick Adventures
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